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Message from Maddy Webb
CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
I am proud to be Chair of Governors of Friars and pleased to be contributing to this report,
celebrating the achievements of your children in the academic year 2021-2022.
While the impact of the pandemic is still being experienced across the world, it is important to
note that schools have been open all year and children have had some opportunities to return
to “normal’ life. While in lockdown, Google Classroom gave the children the academic learning
they needed and was effectively delivered by Friars’ staff. Since September 2021, the children
have been able to form or renew friendships and learn in a safe, stimulating environment, led
by committed and hard-working staff. Besides the focus on Reading, Maths and Writing, the
whole curriculum has been covered effectively, giving the children broad experiences and
enhancing their learning. However, some children missed out on vital learning and the lack of
opportunities for socialisation has affected all children to a lesser or greater degree. Additional
support and interventions have been provided to support the children in a range of ways,
depending on their needs. There has been additional focus on children’s well-being and
emotional health. Although there is still a lot to catch up on, it is a testament to all involved,
that so much progress has been made in supporting children to achieve.
In January 2022, Friars joined with three other schools in a soft federation; Kate and Zohra
from The Bridges Federation joined the staff team. There are increasing opportunities for staff
across the four schools to share best practice and ensure every child has access to a full and
broad education. The soft federation continues into the Autumn Term.
It has been wonderful to see that Friars’ children have had access to extra-curricular
opportunities and experienced many trips and visits, including meeting peers within the soft
federation for sporting and other activities. To think we used to take such activities for granted!
I am particularly proud of the work the staff team have been doing on pupil attendance and
punctuality. You will see from the newsletters that this is slowly improving. The best place for
children is school unless they are unwell and I thank those parents and carers who have made
additional efforts to support their children and the school.
In my opinion, Friars’ children demonstrate excellent behaviour and attitudes to learning and
are well supported to maintain this through their relationships with the staff and initiatives
developed to celebrate and note achievements.
At this time of year, we fondly say farewell to Year 6 as they move on to the next stage in their
learning journey. I wish them luck and happiness in their new secondary schools, whilst being
confident they have been well prepared in their time at Friars.
To all children, parents, volunteers, staff and the leadership team, thank you for your
dedication and commitment, liaising and working together to provide the teaching and learning
opportunities our children deserve.
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This year has seen our school community reunite as Covid restrictions were lifted
and life returned to a new normal. It has been so lovely seeing parents back on site
and trips and clubs resuming. Each school has its buzz back!
On the following pages you will be able to read about some of our highlights for 2021 – 2022. Every week we share
with you our Federation newsletter which is full of all the exciting events and projects that we have been part of, and
there have been a lot this year. You can also visit our website or follow us on Twitter to keep up to date with what is
happening in each school.
In the Autumn Term Robert Browning had a very successful Ofsted inspection and is now a Good school. Robert
Browning joined our Federation in 2018 and I am so proud of every member of staff who has been part of the journey
from Requires Improvement to Good. Thank you to Sarah, Anna, Emma and all the team. “Robert Browning is a
friendly school. Staff and pupils know each other well and this creates a sense of belonging and trust.” Ofsted 2021
In the Spring Term we welcomed Friars Primary Foundation School into our Federation. Friars is a fantastic school
and we received such a warm welcome from everyone. It has been two terms now but it feels like we have been
there a lot longer. I am really looking forward to seeing this partnership develop over the coming year and am excited
at what we will be able share and achieve together.
In the Summer Term National testing returned after a two year break due to Covid. Children were assessed in Year 1
and 2 phonics, Key Stage 1 reading, writing and maths, Year 4 multiplication check and Key Stage 2 reading, writing,
maths, grammar and spelling. We have been so proud of all our pupils who have shown such determination and
resilience. We also saw the return of Graduation events where parents, staff and pupils came together to celebrate
and say goodbye to pupils moving onto the next stage of their schooling. I wish them all the best. The return of Sports
Day was definitely another summer highlight.
Throughout this year we have welcomed new staff joining our schools and are always sad to say goodbye to those
staff who move on to new adventures. This year we are also saying goodbye to Katie Garman, our Chair of
Governors. I have worked with Katie for many years now. Katie was the first Chair when our Federation started back
in 2014. She has seen our Federation grow and all our schools improve. She has been there through the tough times
and the good, all as a volunteer. Thank you Katie for all you have done for our schools; for your time, your support
and your expertise as a Governor. We will all miss you.
In the summer holidays last year we had the sad news that Katie Robinson, a Teaching Assistant at Tower Bridge,
passed away so soon after losing Lisa. Katie was well known across the Federation as she had worked at
Snowsfields before moving to Tower Bridge. Katie was extremely good at her job and she was a natural when it came
to working with children. Every child she supported loved her. Katie has changed the lives of everyone who was lucky
enough to meet her, work with her or be supported by her. A year has passed and Katie and Lisa continue to be
deeply missed. Every year we will mark the anniversary with our Summer Fair and we have a new garden and soft
play room dedicated to their memory.
Thank you to all the parents and carers for your continued support. Thank you to all my colleagues for their
dedication and passion. No matter what role you do, you are crucial to the success of your school and the Federation.
As always I am extremely grateful. THANK YOU ALL.

Bridges Federation Leadership Team
Kate Wooder
Jo Cranmer

Executive Headteacher
Co-Head of School Snowsfields

Maureen Chance
Laura Neuveglise
Helen Viggiani
Sarah Manley
Anna Mulhern
Emma Flanagan
Zohra Benotmane
Jo Wratten
Michelle Owens

Co-Head of School Snowsfields
Co-Head of School Tower Bridge
Co-Head of School Tower Bridge
Headteacher of Robert Browning
Deputy Headteacher Robert Browning
Deputy Headteacher Robert Browning
Co-Head of School Friars
Co-Head of School Friars
Senior Federation Business Manager

Susannah Bridges
Claire Foster
Joan Lea
Ann Mould
Arturo Arteaga Nunez
Cassie Burgess
Marcia Harris
Kenny Clay
Katarzyna Nadatawska Dosso
Rita Cranny
Christina Wint
Carol Royes
Sharon Mills
Gilly Carter
Jaheda Rahman
Shahina Akhtar
Sharmin Nessa

Inclusion Manager and School Leadership team
Early Years Leader and school leadership team
Office Manager
Office Administrator
Premises Manager
HLTA
HLTA
Advanced TA
Advanced TA
Intermediate TA
Intermediate TA
Intermediate TA
Intermediate TA
Foundation TA
Foundation TA
Foundation TA
Foundation TA

Year Group
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 2
Year 3

Class Teacher
Claire Foster and Susannah Bridges
Rosa Castillo
Catherine Coate
Kate Wignall & Lucy Gethin Jones

Year 4

Tina Mckenzie

Year 5

Sarah Kee

Year 6

Oliver Tull
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Governing Body 2021-2022

Name of Governor

Status

Kate Wooder
Catherine Coate
Jon Clay
Fatime Hassan Guerro
Maddy Webb
Joe O’Neill
Jill Tasker
Caroline Henno
Pauline Hinchliffe
Rohan Sankhla

Executive Headteacher
Staff Governor
Parent Governor
Parent Governor
Co-opted (Chair)
Co-opted (Vice Chair)
Local Authority
Co-opted
Co-opted
Co-opted

Chair of the Governing Body
Maddy Webb
C/O Friars Primary Foundation School
Webber Street
London
SE1 0RF
Tel: 0207 207 1807
Clerk to the Governing Body

Odunola Ajibola
Anne Kemp

Southwark Children’s Services
Tooley Street
London
SE1 5LX
There are four types of Governor:
Staff Governors are elected from the staff of the school.
Parent Governors are elected by the parents at each school.
Authority Governors are appointed by Southwark Council.
Co-opted Governors are appointed by the Governing Body because of their connections with the local
community.
There are two committees who meet each term:
Achievement (Jill Tasker- Chair of Committee)
Resources Joe O’Neill - Chair of Committee)
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Friars Primary Foundation School
Values
At Friars has an agreed set of values
that we all believe in and adhere to.
They are:
❑Compassion
❑Creativity
❑Endeavour
❑Resilience
❑Respect
❑Responsibility
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Friars Pupil Review Meetings –
Spring 2022
Thank you to everyone who returned their questionnaires. Here are your
views on the school:
Parent questionnaires (45 returned)
Question
The office staff are approachable and make me feel welcome
Teachers and Teaching Assistants are approachable and make
me feel welcome
The Leadership Team are approachable and make me feel
welcome. They are available if I need to speak to them
My child enjoys coming to school
My child is safe at school
I think that behaviour in the school is good
My child is learning and making progress
The school helps me to support my child’s learning
I would recommend this school to another parent

Yes
100%
97%
100%
90%
100%
97%
95%
95%
92%

Pupil questionnaires (85 returned)
Question

Yes

Staff are friendly and I can talk to them

93%

Enjoy coming to school

81%

Lessons are challenging, interesting and fun

89%

I am learning and making progress

94%

I complete my homework

89%

Adults in school help me do as well as I can

94%

Adults in school explain to me how to improve my work

95%

I feel safe at school

85%

I behave well in school

98%

I think that behaviour in the school is good

89%

I know what to do if someone is unkind to me

89%

Adults in school deal with children who are being unkind

87%

I know how to stay safe when using the internet

91%

8

Attendance and Punctuality
Our whole school attendance for the academic year 21-22 has been lower than we
would like and lower than national averages for 20-21. We have fallen short of our 96%
target with our whole school attendance for the year reaching only 91%. Attendance has
been impacted, not only by many cases of Covid 19, but also by many children taking
leave during term time. Leave during term time is not authourised and must only be
taken during exceptional circumstances. From September 2022 new statutory guidance
will come into force to monitor school attendance. Concerns about persistent absence
or lateness will be referred to the Education Inclusion Team or Family Early Help Service.
Fines will be issued for term time leave.
Arriving at school on time and attending school regularly is essential for children’s well
being and progress in school. This will always be one of our school priorities. Our gates
open at 8.45am and lessons start at 9.00am so children must be in school, ready to
learn, by this time.
Children earn points for their class towards a termly medal for good attendance and
punctuality. Each half term children can work towards a diﬀerent coloured wristband for
100% attendance and punctuality, with a special rainbow wristband for those who
manage 100% for the whole academic year
Please see our policy on attendance here:
https://friarsprimaryschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Attendance-Policy-Jan-2
2.pdf
Year

17-18

18-19

19-20

20-21

21-22

Attendance

94.47%

94.44%

92.97%

93.03%

91.24%

The School Day
EYFS
Nursery
9.00am-3.15 pm
Monday to
Wednesday
Reception
9.00am-3.30pm
Monday to Friday

KS1
8.45-9.00am Registration
9.15am Lesson 1: Phonics
10.00 – 10:45 :Lesson 2 English
10:45 – 11:00 am Break
11.00am- 12:00 Lesson 3: Maths
12:.00 – 1:00 Lunchtime
1:00 – 2:30 - Lesson 4: Curriculum
2:30pm- 2:45pm Break
2.45pm – 3:00pm Lesson 5: Reading
3.00pm Assembly
3.20pm Hometime

KS1
8.45-9.00am Registration
9.00am Lesson 1: Maths
10.30am- 11:00 Daily Mile- Break
11.00am Lesson 2: Reading
11.30am Lesson 3: English
12.30
Lunchtime
1.30pm Lesson 5: Curriculum
3.00pm Assembly
3.30pm Hometime

Curriculum includes: History, Geography, Art, Design Technology, Science, PE, PSHE, Music,
RE, Computing

The school runs a breakfast club and Play Centre (after school club) for children from
Nursery to Year 6 daily.
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Nursery
2021 - 2022

We learnt about the
Japanese festival Shichi
–Go – San.
We made masks for our
carnival.
We learnt about Bonfire
Night and made our own
rockets.

We read Jasper’s
Beanstalk and then we
planted our own beans.
We interviewed Charlie our
crossing patrol officer.

We made Easter baskets.

Shiver me timbers – a
class full of pirates.
We enjoyed dressing up as
our favourite characters
for World Book Day.

Our Christmas play –
We’re Going on a Baby
Hunt.

We used paper plates to
make Goldilocks faces.

Sports Day June 2022

We had so much fun
celebrating wellbeing day.

Reception
2021 - 2022

We used clay to make diva
lamps for Diwali.

We did a traffic survey to
see what colour cars
passed the school.
The Teddy Bear
Hospital came to Friars.

We interviewed Charlie our
crossing patrol officer.
We learnt about Claudia
Jones and had our own
mini carnival.
Yoga in the performing
arts studio.

We enjoyed dressing up as
our favourite characters
for World Book Day.

We enjoyed washing
Kate’s car .
We made pig biscuits
when learning about the
Three Little Pigs.

Our Christmas play – We’re
Going on a Baby Hunt.

Sports Day June 2022

In science, we made
magic potions.

Wellbeing Day

Year 1
2021 - 2022

We had a fantastic
Sports Day

We Loved our trip to
Kew Gardens.

In our Gymnastics lessons
we liked exploring the
apparatus.

We also looked closely at plants
and labelled the
different parts.

In Science we planted sunflowers and
green beans.
In Art we used different
objects to create patterns
and later went on to do block
printing.

We all enjoyed a visit from Teddy Bears Hospital.
Medical students from Guys came in to tell us how we
can keep our bodies healthy.

Year 2
2021 - 2022

In Design Technology
we made our own moon
buggies.

We made bread as part of
our topic about the
Great Fire of London.

We had a fantastic
Sports Day

We celebrated the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

In Literacy we wrote our own stories
based on The Magic Bed by John
Burningham and read them to
children in other classes.

Superhero
Chloe taught
us about the
need for
recycling and
caring for the
planet in her
drama
workshop.
We went to the Unicorn Theatre to see the
show Marvin’s Binoculars.

We loved dressing up as our favourite book characters
for World Book Day.

In Science we learned about
the plants in the school
garden.

Year 3
2021 - 2022

We made smoothies as
part of our DT topic,
Origins of Food. They
were delicious!

In Maths, we have
learnt to read big
numbers.

We took part in a fantastic
Christmas Show.

We took part in lots of events
such as Mental Health Week,
Red Nose Day and the
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

We drew great big Roman soldiers.
We even had
ballet lessons.

We had a mosaic workshop at
London Bridge.

We loved dressing up as our favourite
book characters for World Book Day.

We read and we read and we
read and we read!

YEAR 4
What a great start to
the year! Yaw came 1st
in X-country trials for
the borough!
A freeze-frame for our
Xmas play – what does
Xmas look like on
earth?

We observed our
surrounding area
looking at littering and
other environmental
issues, then wrote a
letter to the Head
teacher and Southwark
council to raise our
concerns.

Year 4 Ukulele Project.
How exciting, learning a
new instrument!
We were Viking for a day
and made a traditional
Viking soup… nice!

A trip to Kew Gardens
looking at the perfect
conditions for plant
growth.
Reading Café morning, all
our parents were invited to
come and listen to us read.

STEM WEEK 2022, Worm Identification
and Roman Groma activities were just
two that were on offer!
Celebrating Windrush
Day – we visited
Waterloo Station to see
the unveiling of the
statue and met our local
MP.

Year 5
2021-2022
Year 5 have been involved in a
mosaic project for a wall
outside the Shard.

We have been working
with the Unicorn Theatre
helping them develop
their play, ‘The Odyssey’.
Year 5 came up with
amazing ideas and
developed their drama
skills.

In maths, we have been
learning division using
different methods.

Drama also helps us
with our writing. You
can see the children
acting out some scenes
from our Literacy book,
Street Child. They also
thoroughly enjoyed
acting out Macbeth and
Hidden Figures.

As part of our
World Book Day
celebrations we
dressed up as
some of our
favourite
characters.

During our topic, ‘states of
matter’ the class sorted
things into, solids liquids and
gases. They then acted out
what the particles did in each
state.

We went to
the Science
Museum before the
fire alarm
went off and
we had to
have a picnic
in the park!
The class
were so
sensible and
had a great
day out.

Year 6
Productions
Don’t forget how hard you
all worked on our
Christmas show and
leavers’ production, The
Greatest Showman.
Wick Court:
The highlight of
the year had to be
Wick Court. We
were surrounded
by animals, fresh
air, and amazing
food!
Writing
It is a joy to read your
writing, and to see just
how much thought now
goes in to crafting your
sentences when writing
across different genres.

Trips
We have been on
trips to all manner
of places this year!
From the Imperial
War Museum to
the Unicorn
theatre, our
learning often took
us outside the
classroom.

GOOD LUCK YEAR 6!

PIMLICO ACADEMY
ST THOMAS MOORE SLOANE
SQUARE
HABERDASHER ASKE’S,
BOROUGH
ST SAVIOUR’S & ST OLAVES
HARRIS ACADEMY, BERMONDSEY
LONDON NAUTICAL SCHOOL
OASIS ACADEMY SOUTH BANK

Term Dates 2022 – 2023
Autumn term
Monday 5 September 2022 - Friday 21 October 2022
Half Term: Monday 24 October 2022 - Friday 28 October 2022

Monday 31 October 2022 - Friday 16 December 2022

Spring term
Wednesday 4 January 2023 - Friday 10 February 2023
Half Term: Monday 13 February 2023 - Friday 17 February 2023

Monday 20 February 2023 – Friday 31 March 2023

Summer term
Tuesday 18 April 2023 - Friday 26 May 2023
Half Term: Monday 29 May 2023 - Friday 2 June 2023

Monday 5 June 2023 - Friday 21 July 2023
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