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The final two weeks of the Autumn term at Friars: 

As we all now know we are dealing yet again with the uncertainty of a new COVID variant. As a result many of 

the “usual” Christmas activities at Friars needed to be modified this year. We had a few cases amongst children 

and staff (whether they were Omicron, we do not know) but we have been able to carry on and, happily, most 

of the cases are well on the mend now. Christmas jumper and lunch day went down really well and raised over 

£140 For Save the Children. Also the Christmas productions were recorded and placed on the relevant class 

pages on Google classroom this week. We really hope you enjoy them. 
 

Kindness and generosity: 

We have been blown away by the kindness and generosity of three organisations. Be-

tween them, The Altum Foundation and Asda have provided every child in the school 

with a Christmas present. In addition, the charity “Get Rid of and Donate” are to provide 

a selection of games, toys and books that will go into each classroom for all children to 

enjoy on rainy days. The children were given their presents yesterday and it was a delight 

to see how excited and grateful they were! 
 

COVID update: 

Please remember over the Christmas holidays that if you or your child tests positive with a LFT, book in for a 

PCR test as soon as possible. If you get a positive PCR test result during the holiday, NHS track and trace will be 

in touch and there is no need to try and contact the school unless your child’s isolation extends into the Spring 

term. 
 

Staff news: 

Today marks Mr Maragh’s final day with Year 5. As most know, Miss Kee has been off all term with a knee injury 

but all being well she will be back at Friars in January. Mr Maragh has done a sterling job with the class and he 

will be missed. Thank you from all of us!! 
 

Farewell to Friars: 

And so to my final message to you all as headteacher of Friars. My first experience of Friars was around this time 

15 years ago when I came and had a look round having seen the Headteacher vacancy advertised. I remember 

thinking at the time “I love the ethos of this place can see myself working here”. 14 years and one term later 

and here I am! We have faced many challenges and enjoyed many successes as a school over the years but I like 

to think I leave the school now in a strong and sustainable position. The staff have been, are, and I’m sure, will 

continue to be amazing; the Governors are very protective and supportive of everything that is good about the 

school; you as parents are supportive and helpful and most importantly the children of Friars are simply brilliant. 

They have substance and humility—most admirable qualities and we should be proud of every single one of 

them. Thank you to everyone for your generous gifts and cards. It means a great deal! I will always remember 

this place and as I move on to my next adventure I look forward to hearing stories of how the children, families 

and staff of Friars are getting on too. Have a wonderful and safe Christmas everyone and take care one and all! 

Have a lovely holiday! 

Yours sincerely, 

J. Burtt, Headteacher: 

Thought for the week: 


